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HOUSE BI LL 2781

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Wil lace, Chase, Sells, Conway, Morrell, Haigh,
Hanki ns, and Sant os

Read first tinme 01/ 16/ 08. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to enhancing Wshington state history and
gover nnent course requirenents for high school graduation; adding a new
section to chapter 28A. 230 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The study of the state's history and
government is vital to providing a well-rounded education to students.
It is inportant for students to have a firm understandi ng of where we
have conme from as a state and the institutions that guide and serve
citizens of the state. It is equally inportant to provide students
with context for the information that enables themto apply it to the
present and future, with an understandi ng of Washi ngton's place in our
country and the broader gl obal comrunity.

The legislature finds that the current high school graduation
requi renents for coursework in Washington state history and gover nnent
shoul d be enhanced to ensure students understand the conpl ex issues of
today's world and Washington's place in the global community. It is
therefore the intent of the legislature to nodernize high school
graduation requirements for coursework in Washington state history and
gover nnent .
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 230
RCWto read as foll ows:

Beginning with the 2009-10 school year, school districts shal
ensure that any course in Washington state history and governnent
offered to fulfill high school requirenents includes, but is not
limted to, the follow ng content:

(1) Conmerce in Washington state and Washington's place in a gl obal
econony;

(2) The Constitution of the state of Wshington and Washi ngton
state politics. Educators are encouraged to incorporate instruction on
the neaning and history of the pledge of allegiance into existing
coursework on state politics. The superintendent of public instruction
shall adopt rules to provide guidance for conmplying with this
subsecti on;

(3) Washington state geography; and

(4) Washington state history and cul ture.

Passed by the House March 8, 2008.

Passed by the Senate March 4, 2008.

Approved by the Governor March 27, 2008.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 28, 2008.
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